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The word “global” is defined as “belonging to the world” or “worldwide”. How about “globalization”? The word may seem unfamiliar to you at the moment, but it is becoming more and more popular, even you don’t realize its existence.

Globalization, being one of the most controversial concepts, refers to the worldwide phenomenon of technological, economic, political and cultural exchanges, brought about by modernization. This handbook comprises articles written by commentators on globalization, which highlights and emphasizes the construction of a global village.

Maybe you think: the construction of globalization equates to the rising living standard of people. Yes! Only for the rich to become richer! How about the destitute? More will be starving, more will be suffering, and more will become the victims of globalization. I agree with the view of the author on this aspect, as I think that in a world dominated by the “Super Brands”, the major international corporations, how can a poor farmer make a living when he is unable to sell his goods and make a profit? This is the “contribution” of globalization.

Everyone understands the basic concept of trade. It is the exchange of commodities for money. However, as the book describes the problem, “the globalization process has diminished the sacredness of altruistic humanity, especially for those who live in the Third World countries.” Not long ago, I read about an article on globalization, with the heading “Coke+ Hamburger: the pros and cons of the political, economic Invasion”. From that article, I came to realize McDonalds, being the lender of every restaurant chain in the world, promote not only its products but also “fast-food culture”. You may be confused by now.

Let me use another example. Every day, while you’re having a Big Mac and a box of crunchy, crispy McNuggets, don’t you realize that actually the big company is snatching natural resources from the undeveloped countries? And who suffers? The citizens in Ethiopia, Mexico etc. But that’s not all. The company turns the raw materials into hamburgers, French fries and sells them to the targeted markets: the undeveloped countries. Is this a balanced trade? “The transnational corporations with their enormous economic resources and political power bypass the poorer states of the Third World in order to dominate them,” the book said.
Besides economic conflicts in globalization, the author also states its effect on the culture dimension. Can globalization replace localization? Or will things go the other way round? Or can both run smoothly? The book gives a full explanation of this. The demonstrations of Chinese students against “Mcdonaldization” in 1999 showed the anti-globalization culture, but the irony was, the protestors went to eat at a KFC outlet immediately after yelling out anti-McDonald’s slogans on the streets. I think, globalization should continue at a slower pace, just to let people adapt to the “invading culture”, and preserve their precious, traditional, local culture at the same time. This is the only solution to achieve a “win-win” situation.

As mentioned above, I truly realize that globalization should be “conducted” at a suitable “speed”. We should aim not only for a more peaceful transitional period from “locally global” to “globally local”, we should also be a lot more concerned about ecology too. Before reading this book, I had never related globalization to the environment. Actually, it gives me an understanding on the hidden environmental hazards caused by advancing technological inputs; for instance, the limited volume of food production and the extraction of non-replenishable natural resources, in addition to environmental pollution.

The book, in providing detailed information; benefits readers by listing the possible solutions to solve conflicts arising from globalization. This made me think of the World Trade Organization Conference Ministerial held last December. Watching television broadcasts, I could feel the anger and pain of farmers of Korea. Did they support the World Trade Organization? No, they had made a long journey to Hong Kong, just to show their discontent with the Organization. Their violent acts surprised and confused me: “Isn’t the World Trade Organization giving help to the farmers for a better life?” I wondered. Later, I discovered the importance of the governments’ roles to protect their people’s rights. Take, as an example, the American Government, which was proactive in protecting its own domestic industries and thus avoided the direct impact of globalization, but, at the same time, gave rise to protectionism. This came as bad news to Third World countries!

Inevitably, globalization will become more and more important in our daily lives. We can’t avoid it. This handbook, may be a little bit to theoretical to ever look like becoming a best-seller, but it does provide a deep exploration in the 21st century world’s most controversial topic-globalization, in all its aspects.
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