
A. Stationery required in the examination

compass adhesive tape colour pencils  pencils calculator

protractor thread transparent metric ruler (8 inches / 20 cm)

B. Techniques of answering structured questions (Paper 1)

1. Select questions carefully

Use 5 minutes to select questions.

Attempt the questions related to the topics that you think you can answer best first.

NEVER attempt risky questions.

DO NOT change your mind once you have started answering the questions, or you will

waste lots of time.

2. Arrange the time carefully

Use 5 minutes to select questions.

Reserve 5 minutes to check the answers.

Arrange not more than 45 minutes for Section A, and not more than 30 minutes for each

question in Section B.

3. Underline key words of the questions

Exam Strategies

Directive words

Key words
 Explain  Why
 Account for  Suggest reasons / causes / factors

 Describe  State
 How  What

Ways of description
 Distribution

Your action

 Give reasons

 Give facts

 Pattern, e.g. linear
 Relief, e.g. lowland
 Direction, e.g. northern part
 Name, e.g. along Shing Mun River
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Sustainable City
Sustainable

Unsustainable aspects of
present Hong Kong

Interpretation of
sustainable development
Development that meets
the needs of the present and
the future

Interpretation of a
sustainable city
A city aims at balancing
social needs, economic
development and
environmental
conservation at present
and in the future.

• High unemployment
rate

• Economic
transformation

• Wider gap between rich
and poor

• Inadequate expenditure
on education

• Ageing population
• Intense land pressure
• Decrease in agricultural

and fisheries resources
• Increase in solid wastes
• Running out of landfills
• Destruction of

ecological resources
• Air and noise pollution
• Threat of heritage

resources

Ways of turning Hong Kong into a
sustainable city

Meeting social needs
• Harbourfront enhancement
• Urban renewal
• New town / Green town development

Promoting economic success
• Construction of Cyberport
• Development of new tourist spots
• Transportation and logistics systems

Protecting and enhancing the
environment
• Control of air pollution
• Control of water pollution
• Control of solid waste
• Nature conservation
• Cooperation with Mainland China

Case study:
Southeast Kowloon Development
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Interpretation of
sustainability indicators
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City

Roles of different parties in
promoting sustainability

Controversy over economic
development and environmental

conservation

Extreme entrepreneurs and
economists
• Economic development is prior to

environmental conservation
• Favour economic development and

industrialization

Sustainability seekers
• Need to balance between

environment, society and economy
• Favour moderate economic

development and eco-friendly
industries

Extreme environmentalists
• Environmental conservation is

prior to economic development
• Against economic development and

industrialization

Conclusion
Economic development and
environmental conservation are
complementary

Citizens
• Reduce energy consumption
• Use less water
• Reduce waste
• Reuse
• Use eco-friendly products
• Use public transport

Business sector
• Design green buildings
• Save energy
• Develop recycling industries
• Use recycling raw materials
• Use eco-friendly machinery
• Environmental concerned units
• Recycle and reuse remains
• Sponsor environmental

campaigns

HKSAR government
• Implement sustainable

development principle
• Stimulate economic development
• ‘Polluter pays’ policy
• Set up related bureaus
• Use of sustainability indicators
• Consult the public
• Education

Benefits and costs of
sustainability

Benefits of
sustainability
• Reduced wastage

provides economic
benefits

• Improved health
reduces economic
burden

• Efficient land use
• Greater

competitiveness
• Attract foreign

investment
• Promote tourism

Costs of sustainability
• Cost of improving

natural environment
• Cost of education
• Cost of improving

living environment
• Cost of promoting

economic success
• Cost of changing

lifestyle
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New Certificate Geography : Complete Notes on Issues

Figure 5.3 Volcanic eruption along a constructive boundary

(b) Volcanic activities along the destructive boundary29

• There are convection currents in mantle.

• Two crusts converge along the boundary.

• The edge of the denser oceanic crust is drawn under the edge of the
continental crust / lighter oceanic crust.

• Rocks of the denser oceanic crust edges are consumed in mantle
(subduction zone30).

• Due to compressional force31, faulting32 is often found along the
boundary.

• This causes release of pressure.

• Magma from mantle may rise through faults to fold mountains33 /
ocean floor.

• This may cause extrusive vulcanicity34, i.e. volcanoes on land,  submarine
volcanoes or volcanic island (arc) 35, e.g. Mariana Island Arc.

• Most of the world’s active volcanoes occur along this type of
boundary.

• The volcanic eruptions are often violent.

• The Circum-Pacific Ring of Fire is the most famous example.

29. destructive boundary 30. subduction zone 31. compressional force
32. faulting 33. fold mountain 34. extrusive vulcanicity

35. volcanic island (arc)
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Volcanic eruptions along the destructive boundary are usually more violent than those along the constructive one. One of the

reasons is that plate divergence reduces pressure of the underlying magma.
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Natural Hazards

Figure 5.4 Volcanic eruption along a destructive boundary (between an oceanic crust and a continental crust)
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Figure 5.5 Volcanic eruption along a destructive boundary (between two oceanic crusts)

Some volcanic eruptions are not

found along plate boundaries, e.g.

in Hawaii. They are called hotspots.

Volcanic eruption does not occur

along all types of plate boundary.

It is less common:

• b e t w e e n  t w o  c o n v e r g i n g

continental crusts due to thick

sedimentary layers; nor

• along the conservative boundary.
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Index

Index

A
accessibility 1-13

acid rain  3-13, 5-13

afforestation  4-21, 6-11

aftershock  5-16

agglomeration economies  3-17

agroforestry  1-15

alluvium  3-33, 6-10

Alpine–Himalayan Belt
 5-19

alternative energy resource  3-18

aquifer  6-18

artificial lake  3-31

ash fall  5-13

atmosphere  4-5

B
backwash  5-28

basic lava  5-15

biogas  3-4

biomass    3-4, 4-7

birth control  1-16

birth rate  1-9

C
carbon dioxide  4-4

chlorofluorocarbons CFCs  4-7

Circum–Pacific Belt  5-19

coke  3-18

compressional force  5-10

condensation  5-12, 6-16

conservation  2-16, 6-11

conservative boundary  5-19

constructive boundary  5-8

continental crust  5-9

convection current  5-8

coral bleaching  4-10

corruption  1-4

Cyberport  2-13

D
deforestation 1-12, 3-20, 4-7, 5-5, 6-8

desertification  3-17, 4-15, 5-5, 6-18

destructive boundary 5-10

discharge  3-26, 6-5

distribution cost  3-17

dredging  6-11

drought  1-4, 3-17, 6-4

E
earthquake 3-33, 5-4, 6-14

East African Rift Valley 5-19

eco-friendly 3-26

ecological problem  3-22

economic globalization  3-14

ecosystem  2-4, 5-5, 6-10

environmental degradation  1-12, 2-7, 3-20

epicentre 5-15

evaporation 4-7, 6-16

evapotranspiration 4-7

export-oriented 3-7

extrusive vulcanicity 5-10

F
famine  1-4

farm mechanization  6-15

faulting  5-10

fertility  6-15

fertilizer  6-10

fish culture  3-32

flood  1-4, 3-31, 6-4

floodplain  6-10

focus 5-15

fold mountain 5-10

foreshock  5-16

fossil fuel  3-4, 4-7

friction  5-20


